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Project Coordinator
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• Main point of contact for jurisdictions
• Engaged in data collection activities

• Provided tech support to jurisdictions on 

completing the survey

• Analyzed data for dissemination
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Agenda

Welcome & Introductions

Report Review

Report for Advocacy

Concept Overview

Q&A
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Concept Overview
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Surveillance Status Report

• Develop an annual viral hepatitis (B & C) surveillance status report to:

1. Assess how jurisdictions across the U.S. are measuring the impact of viral hepatitis on 

their communities

2. Identify best practices

3. Highlight areas in need of additional resources

• First report focused on 2021, before expansion of CDC funding, and presented findings 
from jurisdictions’ answers to a survey of about 15 indicators

Concept
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SSR 1.0

The inaugural version of the Surveillance Status Report had 4 main goals:

• Benchmark the state of viral hepatitis surveillance in the U.S. prior to funding 

dissemination, 

• Establish a baseline to monitor changes over time as additional resources are 

allocated, 

• Assess how jurisdictions across the U.S. are measuring the impact of viral 

hepatitis on their communities, and 

• Highlight areas in need of additional resources.

Surveillance Status Report 1.0
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SSR 2.0

The 2.0 survey worked toward those goals by expanding information about:

• Case investigation activities,

• Data matching, 

• Elimination plans/goals,

• Disparities,

• Dedicated capacity, and

• Funding sources.

Surveillance Status Report 2.0
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A lack of robust surveillance 

data limits the ability to:

• Monitor disease burden 

and related disparities

• Track changes in the viral 

hepatitis epidemic 

• Mount effective public 

health responses

• Eliminate viral hepatitis in 

the U.S.

Why?

Concept

Monitor practices before and 

after expanded CDC funding:

• In 2021, CDC released 

expanded surveillance 

funding

• The report will allow policy 

makers and other 

stakeholders to benchmark 

current capacity

• Annually, it will monitor 

changes over time

Why Now?

With a steering committee, 

we:

• Developed a set of 

indicators for assessing 

surveillance practices in 

jurisdictions

• Collected data from 

jurisdictions on these 

indicators, analyzed the 

results, & prepared a 

status report

How?
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Georgia Department of Public HealthAmi Gandhi, MPH
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Hepatitis B FoundationFrank Hood, MPS
Louisiana Department of HealthJessica Fridge, MSPH
Wisconsin Department of Health ServicesKailynn Mitchell, MPH
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Report Review
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Data Methods

• 92% response rate on electronic survey of 59 jurisdictions

• 12 months of 2022

• Emory analyzed data, prioritized findings to highlight in report with 

steering committee

• Comparisons by:

• Received prior viral hepatitis funding (pre-2021)

• Full-time employee dedicated to viral hepatitis (1 or more)

• Region

Report
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Surveillance 
introduction

Report
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Setting the 
stage

Report
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Overview

Report
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Elimination

Report
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Data Dissemination

Report

• Jurisdictions producing viral hepatitis annual surveillance summaries increased from 
55% in 2021 to 65% in 2022

• Almost 1/3 (35%) of jurisdictions still did not produce annual surveillance 
summaries in 2022
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Data 
Dissemination 
by Funding

Report
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Case Estimates & Prevalence

Report
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Case 
Estimates & 
Prevalence  
by Staffing

Report
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Case Investigation & Contact Tracing

Report
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Pregnancy Status Data

Report
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Health Disparities Data

Report
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Health 
Disparities 
Data by 
Staffing & 
Funding

Report
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Syndemic Data Matching

Report
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Summary points

• Jurisdictions undertaking many critical viral hepatitis surveillance activities with limited 
resources

• Data suggest prior funding and having at least 1 FTE dedicated to surveillance activities 
improves capacity substantially

• Recommendations

• Invest in infrastructure

• Increase federal and state funding

• Target surveillance resources

• Prioritize dedicating resources toward health disparities data collection and analysis

Summary
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Next Steps
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Concept

How We’ll Use & 
Promote

• User-friendly report

• Advocacy overview

• Infographics

• Q&A blogs

• Partner amplification for advocacy efforts
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Tentative Timeline

Oct.

Next Steps

• Finalizing Report

• Brief Stakeholders

Nov.

• Launch

• Promote

Dec.

• Start Next Survey
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Using the Report for Viral Hepatitis  
Advocacy

Frank Hood, MPS

Hepatitis B Foundation

Hep B United



Recent Trends

Using the Report for 
Hepatitis B Advocacy

Frank Hood, MPS
Frank.Hood@hepb.org

Associate Director, Policy & Partnership

Hepatitis B Foundation

Director

Hep B United



Recent Trends

• 2.4 million living with hepatitis B in U.S.

• COVID impacted hepatitis B screening

• ~20,000-22,000 new acute cases per year pre-COVID

• Rate of acute hepatitis B abruptly decreased during 
2020 and again decreased by 14% from 2020 to 2021.

• Disproportionately impacted populations include Asian 
Americans, African Immigrants, Native Hawaiians, Pacific 
Islanders, and people who use drugs.

• Untreated hepatitis B can lead to liver cancer

• Liver cancer rates only recently started to decline

• Recent regulation changes seek to improve hepatitis B 
screening and vaccination rates.

Current Landscape



Setting Up States To Fail

Gaps in/lack of case 
estimates or 

surveillance reports

Lack of capacity for 
community buy-
in/transparency

Policymakers and 
leadership don’t 
prioritize issue

(Mandatory) plan 
creation w/o 

clear picture of 
problem

Lack of $ 

(for FTE or 
programs)



Setting Up States To Fail



Recent Trends

• Additional data on hepatitis b is informative

• shows that states greatly need resources to 
implement the screening guidelines given many 
states aren’t doing contact tracing or measuring 
chronic B prevalence. 

• Concerns remain that states are creating viral hepatitis 
elimination plans that are hep C elimination plans

• Helpful for advocacy if future iterations can track 
what states are doing specifically

• Countering continued attacks on public health 
infrastructure

Looking Ahead
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Q&A


